
KOHC December 
Annual Meeting

Friday, December 12th, 2025

To learn more about KOHC and 

become a member, please 
visit www.kyoralhealthcoalition.org

@KYOralHealth

Kentucky Oral Health 
Coalition

http://www.kyoralhealthcoalition.org


Thank you to 
our Signature 
Sponsors

To sponsor a future KOHC event, head to kyoralhealthcoalition.org

And Partner 
Sponsor



Meeting 
Agenda

 Welcome and Introductions

 Expert Panel Discussion - The Changing Health Landscape and What it 
Means for Oral Health

 Local Spotlight – Norton Pediatrics Prevention and Wellness Oral Health 
Initiatives

 Lunch

 Building the Dental Workforce – Updates from Dental Education 
Programs Across the State

 State Oral Health Plan – Updates and Next Steps

 Help Shape Future Data Project – Developing an Oral Health 
Vulnerability Index for Kentucky

 KOHC Policy Agenda

 Member Voting

 Closing



Expert Panel Discussion - The Changing Health 
Landscape and What it Means for Oral Health

 Matt Steele, Director of State and Local Advocacy, CareQuest Institute for 
Oral Health

 Dr. Steve Robertson, Executive Director, Kentucky Dental Association

 Jennifer Harrison, PHRDH, Representative from Kentucky Dental Hygiene 
Association 
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Dr. Jill Keaton
Tanner College of Dental Medicine

Professor and Dean





University of Pikeville
                           Established in 1889









TCDM Facts (Facility):
1. State of the Art Building; Five Stories 
2. Ninety-three Dental Operatories
3. Fully Digital Radiography with Cone-Beam CTs
4. Digital Laboratories; 3-D Printers, CAD/CAM, Intraoral
     Scanners
5. Center for Research and Education in Technology
     (CRET) Innovation Center
6. SimToCare Haptics



TCDM Facts (Program):
1. Innovative Three-Year DMD Curriculum equivalent to four
     academic years of instruction.
2. Initial Accreditation granted by the Commission on
     Dental Accreditation (CODA) in August 2025
3. Cohort of 50 students will be admitted for courses
     beginning in June 2026.
4. Ten Advanced Placement International Dental
     Students will join in the D2 year.



TCDM Facts (Educational Experiences): 
1. Other clinical experiences: Appalachian Center
     for Preventive Medicine (ACPM), Federally
     Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) in the region.
2. Research Opportunities
3. American Student Dental Association (ASDA)
4. Community-Based Service
5. Participation in the Kentucky Mountain Dental
     Society activities.



TCDM Advantage:
  iPad/Laptop
  Digital Textbooks
  Scrubs
  White Coat
  First attempt at the Integrated National Board Dental
       Examination (INBDE)
  Loupes



Appalachian Center for Preventive Medicine (ACPM)
    
BearCare Public Health Dental Clinic (Pike County)

Other TCDM Initiatives



Questions??



University of Kentucky College of Dentistry 

December 12, 2025

UKCD Pathways to Dentistry



UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY COLLEGE OF 
DENTISTRY 

PATHWAYS TO DENTISTRY CONCEPT

High school

University

Dental school

Rural Service

Middle school



UKCD PATHWAYS TO DENTISTRY 
CONCEPT

Middle 
School

•Alumni Toolkit

•Connect to additional engagement opportunities

•Shadowing a private practice

High School

•Enroll in Pathways to Dentistry

•Connect with mentors

•College Prep courses-math and sciences

University

•Mentoring-UK Faculty and Local Dentist

•Join Predental Society

•Admissions Bootcamps for dental school

•Research or Outreach Project in the student’s home region

Dental 
School

•Rural Dentistry Track

•Externships

•Support for loan repayment, job search

Rural 
Service

•Community Engagement Plan

•Mentors

•Community Partners



UKCD PATHWAYS TO DENTISTRY

Essential local components

School system participation

Local alumni commitment

Community support
High school

University

Dental school

Rural Service

Middle school



CURRENT STATUS

• Overall project development overseen by 10-member 
taskforce, lead by part-time faculty and alumnus (Fred 
Howard) with six alumni participating

• Work groups in Fulton-Hickman and Lawrence Counties, 
includes UKCD alumni in area.

• Development of alumni toolkit created

• Working with 4-H, both local and at UK, and building 
collaboration with other UK entities such as Center for 
Interprofessional and Community Health Education/Area 
Health Education Center (AHEC)

• Exploring collaborations and funding opportunities



State Oral Health Plan – 
Updates and Next Steps 

Dr. Julie Watts McKee 
Kentucky State Dental Director, Department for 
Public Health 



Luciana Shaddox, Courtney Brown, Pamela Stein, Rick Ingram, Greg Hawk

Colleges of Dentistry, Public Health and Arts & Sciences 

Oral Health Vulnerability

KOHC Annual Meeting
Dec 2025





Food Insecurity in Kentucky 

Food insecurity map of Kentucky



Oral Health Stats for Kentucky

Edentulism over 65 y.o. -  Ranks 49th (22.5%)

Oral Cancer Incidence– Ranks 5th 

Adults with a dental visit last year- Ranks 42nd 

https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/measures/teeth_extractions_sr/KY
statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov
https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/measures/dental/KY
j
statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.americashealthrankings.org%2Fexplore%2Fmeasures%2Fteeth_extractions_sr%2FKY&data=05%7C02%7Cpstei2%40uky.edu%7C61f041bbe5bc40c1cd2e08de292ba7a1%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638993464624960945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J9L0wxrmyQZWX7iAcbqtTlBzDlzUOnICQo4sc50bMFk%3D&reserved=0


Lowest Income Adults – only 37.1 % had dental visit
Highest Income Adults – 76.5% had dental visit

Oral Health Landscape Assessment 2023 by Kentucky Oral Health Coalition
Kyoralhealthcoalition.org



2023 Kentucky Oral Health Early Learner's Survey



Developing an Oral Health Vulnerability 
Index for Kentucky

Aim 1. Oral Health Utilization vs Social 
Vulnerability Index

Aim 2. Understanding Oral Health Resilience 





Social Vulnerability Index

Social Vulnerability Index Themes and Factors to be 
associated with oral health care utilization

• Uses United States Census and 
American Community Survey 
data 

• 16 social factors included within 
4 overall themes (Figure to the 
Right). 

• Can be used to identify 
communities that may be more 
vulnerable to poor health 
outcomes. 

• We plan to add Food Security 
and Dental Workforce data ot 
the model.

Social Vulnerability Themes



Social Vulnerability in Kentucky

Social Vulnerability Index Score (SVI) Across the U.S. and by County in 

Kentucky (2022). The higher the score the higher the vulnerability.



Medicaid Claims Breakdown

Medicaid claims data of procedure codes grouped into different 
categories of care utilization. Focus on Preventive and Urgent.

Additional Data on 
Services Utilization:
Emergency Department 
data on Non-Traumatic 
Dental Conditions 
(NTDCs)

From the KY CFHS Hospital Inpatient Discharge 
& Outpatient Services Databases based on 
guidance from the ASTDD.



Statistical Modeling Plan: Building the KY OHVI

• Step 1: Gather all the data that describe each county's 
oral health environment
o Examples: Demographic factors, Medicaid enrollment 

and claims, workforce profile, SVI

• Step 2: Many of these variables overlap, so group them 
into conceptual themes.
o Examples: "Socioeconomic conditions", "Dental 

Workforce Capacity", "Community Vulnerability"



Statistical Modeling Plan: Building the KY OHVI

• Step 3: For each theme, create a single score that 
summarizes all the data in that theme, using confirmatory 
factor analysis (CFA).
o Similar (but less statistically-intense) methodology 

used by CDC to build the SVI

• Step 4: Determine which themes predict dental access, 
using structural equation modeling (SEM).
o Ensures our index will truly be data-driven, reflective 

of the current state of oral health in each county.



Statistical Modeling Plan: Building the KY OHVI

• Step 5: Using the most meaningful predictors, build the 
Oral Health Vulnerability Index for each county.
o Overall scores, and scores for each contributing theme
o "Where are we strong? Where are we at risk? How do 

we compare to similar counties?"

• Step 6: Validate the index and identify "positive outlier" 
counties for further study.



Positive Deviance Framework

Seeks to identify groups that overperform

• Viewed as having high utility to influence outcomes- rooted in 
community context 

• Has been used extensively in health services research/public health
o Identify communities with better-than-expected MCH outcomes

o Identify organizations with better-than-expected patient safety outcomes

o Engage with community members to help explain what 
characteristics/factors/practices lead to overperformance



Lessons from Overperformance

• Step 1: Identify overperformers
o Identifying  communities with similar levels of resources that perform better 

than their similarly resourced peers
▪ Define overperformance

▪ Find the communities that perform the best with limited resources



Lessons from Overperformance

• Step 2: Select Positive deviant communities
o Find overperformers

o Select "most overperforming" overperformers
▪ Highest (most vulnerable) quartile of vulnerability with highest (best) quartile of 

outcomes

▪ Highest perceived probability of vulnerability with best outcomes

oVet with advisory group
▪ "Do these make sense?"

• Sometimes data is wonky or lag behind key contextual change



Lessons from Overperformance

• Step 3: Identify community/system/organizational characteristics that 
may lead to overperformance
o Select key system members for qualitative interviews and social network 

analysis

oAdvice from community advisory group

o Identify promising practices
▪ Partnerships?

▪ Strategies?

▪ Community characteristics?



Preliminary Data Evaluated in KY

• SVI score had a significant and 
negative correlation with utilization 
of preventative/diagnostic services.

• Food insecurity had a significant 
negative correlation with 
preventive visits and positive 
correlation with urgent care 
services. 

• Teeth loss negatively correlated 
with preventive visits as well



Workforce vs Care Utilization in KY

Plots showing workforce data by number of Medicaid patients enrolled by number of Medicaid providers versus preventive 
and urgent care services utilization by patient. 

Urgent care is 
higher in counties 
with high 
proportion of 
patients per 
provider (low 
number of 
providers)

Preventive care is 
higher in counties 
with low 
patient/provider 
ratio (high number 
of providers)



Rural vs Urban Counties

• Urban counties = higher 
number of 
preventive/diagnostic 
procedures (A)

• Rural counties = higher 
number of urgent care 
procedures (B)   

• Rural counties = higher SVI 
under theme 1 (social-
economic status- SES) (C)

• Rural counties = higher 
percentage of the population 
with food insecurity (D) 

****P<0.0001, **P<0.01, *p<0.05.



Preventive Services Utilization and Social Vulnerability
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Learn from the positive outliers: what are they doing that’s working 
for them? Even with obstacles to care?



On a nutshell: What we want to do? 

• Find out the most significant factors associated with higher 
oral health vulnerability in the state!

• Identify factors that play a role in vulnerability per county!

• Evaluate the data per county and identify positive outliers 
and what are they doing that works for their positive 
numbers?

• Share the results with you! 



What do we want from you? 

• Your support!

• Your feedback!! ☺





KOHC 2026 Policy Priorities

 Protect community water fluoridation programs

 Expand practice settings for public health registered dental hygienists

 Increase Medicaid reimbursement rates for dental services



Questions?



Member Voting

 Protect community water fluoridation programs

 Expand practice settings for public health registered dental hygienists

 Increase Medicaid reimbursement rates for dental services



Vote 1

 Protect community water fluoridation programs



Vote 2

 Expand practice settings for public health registered dental hygienists



Vote 3

 Increase Medicaid reimbursement rates for dental services



Thank you for 
joining!
www.kentuckyoralhealthcoaltion.org

FB: KYOralHealthCoalition X: KYOralHealth

http://www.kentuckyoralhealthcoaltion.org
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