
Over $45 billion is lost in productivity in the United States each year because of untreated oral
disease.
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Emergency department visits for non-traumatic dental conditions cost Kentucky around $44
million per year. 

Children with poor oral health status are nearly 3 times more likely to miss school because of
dental pain.

Dental care is not affordable for many Kentuckians. Those in the lowest income category are
significantly less likely (40.5%) to visit a dentist regularly than those in the highest income category
(75.8%). 

Dental care can be hard to find - 92 of 120 counties in Kentucky are designated Health
Professional Shortage Areas for dental care. 

Kentucky has one of the highest smoking rates in the country. Smoking significantly increases
risk for poor oral health, oral cancer, and tooth loss.  

Kentucky was among the top 10 states most highly affected by the opioid crisis. Substance use
is associated with poor oral health.

https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/programs-impact/pop/oral-disease.htm
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https://expressdentist.com/dental-health-ranked-by-state/
https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/measures/teeth_extractions_sr/KY
https://www.statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov/incidencerates/index.php?stateFIPS=00&areatype=state&cancer=003&stage=999&race=00&sex=0&age=001&year=0&type=incd&sortVariableName=rate&sortOrder=desc#results
https://www.statecancerprofiles.cancer.gov/incidencerates/index.php?stateFIPS=00&areatype=state&cancer=003&stage=999&race=00&sex=0&age=001&year=0&type=incd&sortVariableName=rate&sortOrder=desc#results
https://www.carequest.org/system/files/CareQuest_Institute_Adult-Use-of-Emergency-Departments-Kentucky_10.31.22.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/publications/features/pregnancy-and-oral-health.html#:~:text=Pregnancy%20and%20Periodontal%20Disease&text=Teeth%20with%20little%20bone%20support,birth%20and%20low%20birth%20weight.
https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/measures/dental/KY?population=dental_visit_75k
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/charts/9?state=KY
https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/measures/smoking/KY
https://www.dentalhealth.org/smoking-and-oral-health
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/opioid-overdose-death-rates/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://www.thenationalcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/NC_CoE_OralhealthMentalHealthSubstanceUseChallenges_Toolkit.pdf

