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Welcome and Introductions 



Meeting Objectives 

 Shared understanding of the progress of policy priorities for the 
2022 legislative session.  

 Shared understanding of KOHC 2022 initiatives, sustainability, 
and new resources.

 Shared understanding of the COVID-19 impact on oral health and 
response in Kentucky.

 Shared understanding of projects and initiatives of Coalition 
members. 



Alicia Whatley, Policy and Advocacy Analyst

Kentucky Youth Advocates 

KOHC 2022 Policy Priority Updates



Where we are TODAY in the legislative 
session

 Today is day 56 of 60 for this legislative session

 We have seen a large number of bills move through the 
legislative process this session, and many are still moving 
right now

 The state budget is still being crafted and currently sits in 
the conference committee, where members of the House 
and Senate are negotiating budget items from each 
chambers’ proposal to come up with a final proposal

AW0



Slide 7

AW0 Is this correct?
Alicia Whatley, 2022-03-21T15:11:35.044

MK0 0 It'll be day 56 of 60 on Friday.
Mahak Kalra, 2022-03-21T20:22:23.664

MK0 1 You can use this language too: There are only a few working days left for the 2022 Kentucky General Assembly, 
which means the time is NOW to check on the progress of bills that are good for kids and to contact your 
legislators to ensure these priorities make it across the finish line before the final gavel on April 15th.  
Bills are starting to either move very quickly OR not even get assigned to committees. Make your calls 
today! [@Alicia Whatley] 
Mahak Kalra, 2022-03-21T20:31:16.135

AW0 2 Sounds good, I will add some of this to my talking points. Thanks!
Alicia Whatley, 2022-03-22T12:06:09.736



Allow city and county governments 
the option to regulate the use, 
display, sale, and distribution of 
tobacco products – including e-
cigarettes – to curb tobacco use 
among youth

Update: SB 166, sponsored by Senator Wil Schroder, 
was assigned to the Senate Health and Welfare 
committee, but did not receive a committee hearing 



Protect funding for the HANDS in-
home visiting program to ensure 
this critical service is available to 
and utilized by new parents across 
Kentucky

Update: Funding was included in the House and 
Senate budget proposals, as well as the Governor’s 
budget proposal to sustain the HANDS program.



Protect current funding for safety net 
programs, including KTAP, SNAP, and 
WIC, and ensure they are not 
modified in ways that prevent 
children from receiving needed 
services

Update: Funding for these programs is still being negotiated within 
the state budget. 

In addition, HB 7 is a bill that will negatively impact families’ ability 
to access these critical safety net programs. 

MK0



Slide 10

MK0 I would draw attention to House Bill 7, and the progress from that bill. It can be a call to action as well. [@Alicia 
Whatley] 
Mahak Kalra, 2022-03-21T20:34:29.084

AW0 0 Think we need that language on a slide? Or just talking about it?
Alicia Whatley, 2022-03-22T12:07:44.737

MK0 1 I would add language on the slide. Then expand in your notes.
Mahak Kalra, 2022-03-22T13:15:00.291



Invest in the education and 
wellbeing of every student

Update: The House, Senate, and Governor’s budget proposals all included an 
increase in FRYSC funding. 

No increases for school-based health professionals were included in budget 
proposals, though funding was sustained in the Senate proposal. 

SB 102 requires data collection on the number of mental health providers in 
schools and is awaiting a hearing on the House floor. 

MK0
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Slide 11

MK0 Though it wasn't an increase the Senate budget included school-based health professionals from last session. 
We can lift up SB 102 as well. We hope to see dedicated funding for it during the finalized version. [@Alicia 
Whatley] 
Mahak Kalra, 2022-03-21T20:36:34.420

MK1 Awaiting a hearing on the House Floor. [@Alicia Whatley] 
Mahak Kalra, 2022-03-24T20:50:35.030



Ensure children and families 
continue to access the health 
care and services they need

Update: No specific investments in Medicaid or KCHIP to close 
the remaining gap in health coverage for Latinx children were 
included in budget proposals.

Investments in tobacco use prevention and cessation 
programming to curb use among youth and pregnant women 
were decreased in budget proposals.



Ensure children and families 
continue to access the health 
care and services they need

Update: HB 174 from Representatives McKenzie Cantrell 
and Kim Moser extends Medicaid coverage to 12 months 
postpartum and has passed the House and Senate 
committee and awaits a full House vote in the final days 
of session. MK0



Slide 13

MK0 We can say we hope in conference committee continues to meet this is included. 
Mahak Kalra, 2022-03-21T20:37:59.488

MK0 0 I would update this on Wednesday.
Mahak Kalra, 2022-03-22T13:15:55.368

AW0 1 Sounds good. I plan to revisit all these policy slides for any updates on Thursday or even Friday morning to see if
anything has changed. 
Alicia Whatley, 2022-03-22T15:22:10.970



Protect community water 
fluoridation programs

Update: HB 361, which would weaken our statewide 
community water fluoridation system, has not been 
assigned to a committee in the House. 



Additional Policy Updates 

 SB 87 – Passed Senate Health and Welfare committee, awaiting Senate vote

 Requires the Department for Medicaid Services to create a minimum fee schedule for 
covered dental services and require that managed care organizations reimburse dental 
service providers in an amount at least equal to the fee-for-service rate for the same covered 
service.

 HB 370 – Passed House and Senate, awaiting Governor’s signature

 Establishes patient transparency within dental benefits. 

 HB 525 – Passed House and Senate, awaiting Governor’s signature

 Adds Certified Community Health Workers as a Medicaid billable service provider.

 SR 101 – Adopted by Senate

 A resolution recognizing February 8, 2022, as Children’s Oral Health Awareness Day.



Questions?



Dr. Chris Casterline
Dentist, Health First Bluegrass 

Dr. Nikki Stone
Dental Outreach Director, Eastern Kentucky Ronald McDonald 

Care Mobile 

Julie Smith, RDH 
Director of Dental Services, Cumberland Family Medical Center 

Panel Discussion on the 
Impacts of COVID-19





KOHC Project Updates and 
Resources

Alicia Whatley, Policy and Advocacy Analyst

Kentucky Youth Advocates 



KOHC celebrated National Children’s Dental 
Health Month throughout February with new 
content and resources each week including:

• Facebook Live video to learn about dental sealants
• Valentine’s Day Blog Feature: Show your mouth some 

love
• Blog: Why oral health policy is good for kids
• New infographic: Back to the basics of oral health



 In December 2021, KOHC partnered with La Casita Center to better 
understand the community’s utilization of health insurance, telehealth 
services, and barriers to accessing coverage and care. 

 La Casita Center conducted a survey to members of their community 
including those who are Latinx, immigrant, or Spanish-speaking via in-
person questionnaire, phone, and social media polls.



KOHC and Delta Dental – Year 4

 This multi-year grant aims to equip oral 
health professionals with the knowledge and 
tools needed to recognize and appropriately 
report the signs of child abuse and neglect 
and keep kids safe.

 We have spent the last three years gathering 
information from dental professionals, 
preparing resources, developing a toolkit, and 
training oral health professionals on how to 
recognize and report signs of child abuse and 
neglect.

 Next, we will be developing a new training to 
educate oral health professionals on how to 
use what they’ve learned in practice, utilize 
the toolkit, and keep kids safe in their 
communities. 



Melissa Collins, Engagement Coordinator
Kentucky Youth Advocates 

Look Ahead to Child Abuse 
Prevention Month and Ways to Get 

Involved



Vist https://faceitabuse.org/capm/ to learn more about upcoming events 
and ways you can get engaged throughout Child Abuse Prevention Month.

AW0



Slide 24

AW0 [@Melissa Collins] Please fill in here 
Alicia Whatley, 2022-03-21T15:21:47.449



Questions?



Mahak Kalra, Chief Policy and Advocacy Officer 
Kentucky Youth Advocates 

Thank you!  



Thank you for joining us!

This meeting was hosted by:

To learn more about KOHC and become a member, 
please visit www.kyoralhealthcoalition.org

If you are attending the PAHT training, please 
remain on the meeting. 


